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Growing an avocado tree is a rewarding long-term project. With the right planting location, proper care, and a 
little patience, your tree can become a healthy, productive addition to your landscape.  A healthy grafted avocado 
tree may begin producing fruit within 2–4 years, although the exact timing depends on the variety, growing 
conditions, and tree health. 

Start with a Healthy Grafted Tree 

Most avocado trees sold at nurseries are grafted rather than grown from seed. Grafted trees produce fruit much 
sooner and are more reliable than seed-grown trees.   When planting, make sure the soil level stays just below 
the graft union (the swollen area where the tree was grafted). Never bury the graft. 

Keep Your Young Tree in a Pot 

New avocado trees establish best when they spend their first year in a container. One of the biggest mistakes is 
planting a tree in the ground too soon. 

 Keep the tree in a well-draining pot for at least one year or until the trunk turns brown. 
o Green trunk: The tree is still immature and vulnerable. 
o Brown trunk: The tree has matured enough to better handle outdoor conditions. 

 Water regularly, allowing the soil to drain well between waterings. 
Choose the Right Planting Site 

After the tree has spent 1–2 years in a container and the trunk has matured, select a permanent location. 

The ideal site should: 

 Be on the south or southeast side of your home, protected from north winds. 
 Receive morning sunlight 
 Have excellent drainage 

If your soil drains poorly, build a raised planting mound approximately 3 feet wide and 1 foot high using sandy 
loam.  Raised planting helps prevent root rot, one of the most common causes of avocado tree failure. 

Water Carefully 

Avocados prefer consistent moisture but dislike soggy soil.  Avoid keeping the soil constantly wet, as this can lead 
to root rot.  Water about once each week, adjusting for rainfall and weather.  Allow excess water to drain away. 
Fertilize Regularly 

Feed your avocado tree with fertilizer formulated specifically for avocados. Apply fertilizer every other month 
during the growing season beginning in March (March, May, July, September).  Always follow the fertilizer label for 
application rates. 

Protect Young Trees 

Young avocado trees are especially sensitive to both cold temperatures and intense sun.  Once the tree is a few 
years old and well established, it typically becomes much more cold tolerant. 

During the first couple of years: 

 Cover the tree during frosts/freezes by draping (not wrapping) a cotton frost cloth over the tree and 
extending down to ground level. Never use plastic, which can trap moisture and cause damage. 

 Water the tree 24-48 hours prior to the freeze or frost event before covering. 
 On especially cold nights, place old-fashioned decorative lights beneath the frost cover to provide gentle 

warmth. 


